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STATED  RULES 

r  I  ®  ;  L  I U  fi 

OF  THE 

SOCIETY  OF  THE  UNITED  BRETHREN 

FOR 

TWM 

AMONG 

THE  HEATHEN. 


ARTICLE  I. 


This  Society  shall  have  its  fixed  seat  at  Bethlehem,  in  Northampton  County,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  Board  of  Directors  will  meet,  and  the  stated  general  meetings  shall  be  held. 


ARTICLE  II. 


All  Bishops,  Presbyters  and  Deacons  of  the  Brethren’s  Church,  residing  in  the  United  States, 
and  all  such  Brethren  as  are  actual  members  of  the  Elders’  Conferences  in  the  Brethren’s  Con¬ 
gregations  in  this  country,  are,  by  virtue  of  their  office  and  character,  members  of  this  Society. 
Others  may  be  received  as  members,  as  hereinafter  directed. 


ARTICLE  III. 


Only  such  members  of  the  Society  who  are  members  of  the  Brethren’s  Church,  shall  have  a 
seat  and  vote  in  the  Society,  and  are  considered  as  actual  members. 


Besides  these,  the  Society  may  receive  persons  of  other  churches  and  denominations,  who 
are  friends  and  well-wishers  to  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel  among  the  heathen,  as  honorary  mem¬ 
bers  ;  who  shall  be  admitted  to  the  general  meetings,  but  have  no  vote  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
Society. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

j  As  the  true  and  only  design  of  the  Society  is,  to  assist  such  Missionaries  and  their  Assistants, 
who  from  time  to  time  are  sent  by  the  Directors  of  the  Brethren’s  Missions,  to  preach  the  Gospel 
to  the  heathen,  we  will  with  pleasure  further  this  blessed  work,  by  all  the  means  in  our  power,  and 
not  confine  our  assistance  to  mere  stated  charities  and  contributions. 

ARTICLE  V. 

For  constant  Directors  of  the  Society,  we  choose,  constitute  and  appoint  those  Brethren, 
who  are  appointed  to  superintend  the  concerns  of  the  Brethren’s  Congregations  in  North  America, 
and  their  successors  in  office. 

i 

Out  of  the  number  of  said  Directors,  a  President  and  a  Vice-President  shall  annually  be  elected 
in  the  general  meeting  of  the  Society.  Three  Assistant  Directors,  one  Secretary,  one  Treasurer, 
and  three  Auditors,  shall  likewise  annually  be  elected  in  the  same  general  meeting,  out  of  the 
number  of  the  actual  members  of  the  Society. 

The  said  Directors,  Assistant  Directors,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  the  Board 
of  Directors. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  account  for  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Society,  and  keep 
proper  accounts  in  books  provided  for  that  purpose.  An  account  of  his  receipts  and  disburse¬ 
ments,  after  having  been  duly  audited*  and  the  vouchers  examined  by  the  Auditors,  shall  annually 
be  laid  before  the  Society,  in  the  said  general  meeting. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Directors  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting,  communicate  to  the  members  of  the  Society, 
accounts  of  the  state  and  progress  of  the  missions,  and  a  full  report  of  their  proceedings. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  Directors  shall,  at  least  once  every  year,  appoint  a  general  meeting  of  the  Society.  But 
the  President,  with  the  concurrence  of  four  of  the  Directors,  may  call  special  meetings,  if  the 
concerns  of  the  Society  shall  require  it. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

It  is  unalterably  decreed,  that  all  donations  and  bequests  to  the  Society,  and  all  its  possessions, 
effects  and  property  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  shall  at  all  times  and  forever  be  and  remain  ap¬ 
propriated,  secured,  made  use  of,  and  expended,  for  and  to  the  support  and  benefit  of  the  missions 
of  the  Brethren’s  Church  among  the  heathen,  and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

And  all  the  members  of  the  Society,  for  themselves  and  their  heirs,  hereby  expressly  renounce 
all  and  every  claim  to  the  property  of  the  Society,  and  promise,  that  if  any  of  the  Society’s  posses¬ 
sions  or  effects  whatsoever  shall  be  intrusted  to  their  hands,  or  if  their  names,  or  the  name  of  any 
of  them  shall  be  used  in  trust  for  the  Society,  they  will  faithfully  and  without  reserve  perform  and 
fulfil,  at  all  times  and  in  all  cases,  such  orders  and  directions  respecting  the  property  thus  intrusted 
to  them  or  any  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  as  the  Society  by  the  Directors  shall  think  proper  to  give. 

ARTICLE  X. 

As  we  have  no  other  view  or  aim  but  the  furtherance  and  propagation  of  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ  among  the  poor  benighted  heathen,  and  esteem  it  a  high  privilege  to  support  that 
praiseworthy  work  to  the  best  of  our  abilities,  being  constrained  to  it  by  the  love  of  Christ, — 
all  the  Directors,  Assistant  Directors,  and  officers  of  the  Society,  renounce  for  ever  all  de¬ 
mands  and  claims  for  salaries  or  compensations  for  their  services.  Provided,  that  all  contingent 
expenses,  which  shall  be  necessarily  incurred  by  the  Directors,  Assistant  Directors  and  officers 
aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Society ;  and  that  the  Directors  be  authorized 
to  allow  a  reasonable  compensation  to  such  agents  and  officers,  as  they  shall  or  may  deem  expe¬ 
dient  to  appoint. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Application  for  membership  shall  be  made  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  If  in  their  opinion  the 
objects  of  the  Society  may  be  promoted  by  the  admittance  of  the  applicants,  the  Directors  shall 


propose  them  for  admittance  to  the  Society,  at  the  next  general  meeting.  The  votes  of  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  voting  members  present,  shall  be  necessary  for  such  admission. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

As  every  member  is  at  liberty  to  withdraw  from  the  Society,  the  Society  also  reserves  to 
itself  the  right  of  excluding  any  member,  whenever  it  shall  be  found  necessary  :  Provided ,  that 
no  such  exclusion  shall  take  place,  unless  by  a  previous  vote  of  the  Directors,  and  the  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  voting  members  present  at  a  general  meeting.  All  persons  who  have  been 
excluded  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  who  by  separation  from  the  Brethren’s  Church  have  ceased  to 
be  members  of  the  Society,  may  be  re-admitted  as  members,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
members  at  a  general  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  together  with  the  Stated  Rules  of  the  Society, 
shall  be  delivered  to  each  new  member,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  subscribed  his  name  to  the  Stated 
Rules,  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

The  Society  can  in  future  agree  upon  new  articles  and  rules,  if  circumstances  require  it : 
Provided \  that  the  same  be  not  contrary  to  the  object  of  these  present  articles,  and  the  well-being 
of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

These  articles  hereby  agreed  upon  and  accepted,  can  only  be  altered  after  mature  delib¬ 
eration,  and  the  approbation  of  two- thirds  of  the  members  present  at  a  general  meeting;  and  if  any 
alteration  is  made,  it  shall  in  no  wise  be  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Brethren’s  Church,  and 
the  instructions  for  the  Missionaries  of  the  Brethren  among  the  heathen.  And  that  each  such  in¬ 
tended  alteration  may  be  maturely  examined  by  the  Directors  and  every  voting  member,  it  shall 
be  proposed  in  a  general  meeting,  and  in  the  next  general  meeting  of  the  Society,  it  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  and  brought  to  a  determination. 


